
PHIL-PSYC-3020H-A: Philosophy of Emotion 
2019WI - Peterborough Campus

Instructor:

Instructor: Amanda Bryant

Email Address: amandabryant@trentu.ca

Phone Number: 705-748-1011 x7118

Office: CC G15

Office Hours: Monday, 11am-12pm

Meeting Times:

MON 10-10:50am, ECC 201 
FRI 10-11:50am, ECC 201

Please check the on-line Timetable to confirm times and locations.

Department:

Academic Administrative Assistant: Kathy Axcell

Email Address: philosophy@trentu.ca

Phone Number: 705-748-1011, x7166

Office: Eaton College S118.1

Description:

Understanding emotion is an urgent and ongoing task in philosophy of mind and cognitive science. On the
one hand, we are robustly acquainted with relevant first-personal evidence, since our (conscious) emotions
are among the most salient experiential data we have. On the other hand, significant empirical and
philosophical puzzles persist regarding the nature of emotion, its place within the mind, its relation to the
brain and body, its objects, as well as its rational standing and rich moral dimensions. In this course, we will
attempt to appreciate and perhaps unravel some of those persistent puzzles!

Learning Outcomes:

I have developed the course to address several learning outcomes. By the end of the course a successful
student should:

mailto:amandabryant@trentu.ca
http://www.trentu.ca/timetable
mailto:philosophy@trentu.ca


understand and be able to explain and evaluate theories of emotions as feelings, cognitive, and
perceptual
have a deeper understanding of the relations between emotions and the brain and body
have a grasp of how empirical evidence helps advance our understanding of emotion
have a deeper understanding of the relation between emotion and rationality
have a deeper understanding of moral issues surrounding emotion
have improved skills in reading, writing, and arguing about complex and abstract ideas

Texts:

All readings will be available on Blackboard.

Assessments, Assignments and Tests:

1. Type of Assignment: Online DiscussionOnline Discussion 
Description: Students will critically question, comment on, object to, or otherwise discuss 10 course
readings of their choice before the class in which we discuss each respective reading. 
 

2. Type  of  Assignment: Midterm Exam 1Midterm Exam 1  
Description: an in-class test of students’ knowledge of the course content and their ability to respond
critically to it 
 

3. Type of Assignment: Midterm Exam 2*Midterm Exam 2* 
Description: an in-class test of students’ knowledge of the course content—especially content covered
following Midterm Exam 1—and their ability to respond critically to it 
 
*Students who prefer to do so may complete a written essay assignment instead of Midterm 2, which
will require students to think and write critically about the course material. Students who prefer this
option should indicate their preference to the professor no later than MAR 01 no later than MAR 01. Think carefully about
which option is better for you, given your strengths. Keep in mind that Midterm 2 will be good practice
for the final exam. 
 

4. Type of Assignment: Final ExamFinal Exam 
Description: a cumulative test of students’ knowledge of the course content and their ability to respond
critically to it 
Due Date: During exam periodDuring exam period

Grading:

1. Online Discussion: 15% 
Due: OngoingOngoing

1. Midterm 1: 25% 
Due: FEB 08FEB 08 
 
2. Midterm 2 / Alternate Essay Assignment: 30% 
Due: MAR 15MAR 15

3. Final Exam: 30% 
Due: During examination periodDuring examination period



Grade Total by Withdrawal Date:

 Students will know at least 25% of their final mark by the final date of March 8th to withdraw from winter
term courses.

Schedule:

Note: This schedule is subject to change.

MON JAN 07 - IntroductionMON JAN 07 - Introduction

No Reading

FRI JAN 11 - Emotions as Feelings*FRI JAN 11 - Emotions as Feelings*

William James, ‘What is an Emotion?’
Jesse Prinz, 'Are Emotions Feelings?’

*Due to professional travel, this session will consist of online activities*Due to professional travel, this session will consist of online activities

MON JAN 14 - Academic Skills PresentationMON JAN 14 - Academic Skills Presentation

No Reading

FRI JAN 18 - Emotions as FeelingsFRI JAN 18 - Emotions as Feelings

Review and Discussion of James and Prinz
Peter Goldie, "Emotion"

MON JAN 21 - Emotions as CognitiveMON JAN 21 - Emotions as Cognitive

Ronald Alan Nash, “Cognitive theories of emotion”

FRI JAN 25 - Emotions as CognitiveFRI JAN 25 - Emotions as Cognitive

Martha Nussbaum, “Emotions as Judgments of Value”
Robert Solomon, “Emotions and Choice”

MON JAN 28 - Emotions as PerceptualMON JAN 28 - Emotions as Perceptual

Jesse Prinz, "Gut Reactions: A Perceptual Theory of Emotion"

FRI FEB 01 - Emotion, the Brain, and the BodyFRI FEB 01 - Emotion, the Brain, and the Body

Jenefer Robinson, "Emotion: Biological Fact or Social Construction"
Cosmides and Tooby, "Evolutionary psychology and the emotions"

MON FEB 04 - Exam ReviewMON FEB 04 - Exam Review

No reading

FRI FEB 08 - First Midterm ExamFRI FEB 08 - First Midterm Exam



MON FEB 11 - Emotion, the Brain, and the BodyMON FEB 11 - Emotion, the Brain, and the Body

Öhman and Mineka, "Fears, phobias, and preparedness: Toward an evolved module of fear and fear
learning"

FRI FEB 15 - Emotion, the Brain, and the BodyFRI FEB 15 - Emotion, the Brain, and the Body

Antonio Damasio, "Emotions and Feelings: A Neurobiological Perspective"
Jesse Prinz, "Embodied Appraisals" 

READING WEEKREADING WEEK

MON FEB 25 - The Objects of EmotionMON FEB 25 - The Objects of Emotion

De Sousa, “Emotions and their Objects”

FRI MAR 01 - The Objects of EmotionFRI MAR 01 - The Objects of Emotion

Annette Baier, “What Emotions Are About”
Daniel Shargel, “Emotions without Objects”

MON MAR 04 - Emotion and RationalityMON MAR 04 - Emotion and Rationality

Ronald de Sousa, The Rationality of Emotion, Ch. 7.

FRI MAR 08 - Emotion and RationalityFRI MAR 08 - Emotion and Rationality

Taylor, "Justifying the Emotions"
Richard Solomon, "The Rationality of Emotions"

*Note: FRI MAR 08 is the drop deadline*Note: FRI MAR 08 is the drop deadline

MON MAR 11 - Exam ReviewMON MAR 11 - Exam Review

No reading

FRI MAR 15 - Midterm Exam 2 / Alternate Assignment DueFRI MAR 15 - Midterm Exam 2 / Alternate Assignment Due

MON MAR 18 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral PsychologyMON MAR 18 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral Psychology

Rozin, Haidt, and McCauley "Disgust: The Body and Soul Emotion in the 21st Century"

FRI MAR 22 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral PsychologyFRI MAR 22 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral Psychology

Daniel Kelly, Yuck! The Nature and Moral Significance of Disgust (selections)

MON MAR 25 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral PsychologyMON MAR 25 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral Psychology

Robert Feleppa, "Zen, emotion, and social engagement"

FRI MAR 29 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral PsychologyFRI MAR 29 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral Psychology

Maria Konnikova, “The Empathy Machine”
Jesse Prinz, “Against Empathy”

MON APR 01 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral PsychologyMON APR 01 - Emotion, Morality, and Moral Psychology

https://aeon.co/essays/empathy-depends-on-a-cool-head-as-much-as-a-warm-heart
Amanda Bryant




Noel Carroll, “Ethics and Comic Amusement”

FRI APR 05 - Exam ReviewFRI APR 05 - Exam Review

TBD - Final Exam TBD - Final Exam 

Course Guidelines:

Attendance:

Repeated, unexcused absences and latenesses will affect your grade negatively. You must be present for all
exams. Make-up exams will only be given to students with legitimate extenuating circumstances.

24-Hour Rule:

When an assignment or exam is returned to you, please wait at least 24 hours before contacting me about
your grade.

Email:

I get a lot of email, so please email me just when necessary. Make sure the answer to your question isn’t
already on the syllabus. If you have a question that might require a long answer, see me in my office hours.

Please note that I don’t discuss grades by email. If you wish to discuss a grade, please make an appointment
with me.

Late Assignments:

For students who choose to do the alternative written assignment, penalties for late submissions will be as
follows:

1 day late: -2% 
2 days late: -5% 
3 days late: -7% 
4 days late: -10% 
5 or 6 days late: -15% 
7 or more days late: a grade of 0 on the assignment

Departmental Policies:

Final departmental deadline for submission of work:

No term work will be accepted for evaluation in the Philosophy Department later than one week after the last
day of classes. One week after the last day of classes is also the deadline for the filing of Request for
Incomplete Standing Forms to the Chair with all the relevant documentation.  

Note:  Most instructors will have deadlines well before this final departmental deadline.  It is the student’s
responsibility to be familiar with instructor’s deadlines and deadline policies.  

University Policies:

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and
carries penalties varying from failure on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions,
penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic



Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse.
You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more:
www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 

Access to Instruction

It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and
documentation from a regulated health care practitioner and feels that they may need accommodations to
succeed in a course, the student should contact the Student Accessibility Services Office (SAS) at the
respective campus as soon as possible. 
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